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Sustainable Oils to Supply Navy with Camelina-based Jet Fuel
Fuel will be used to support Navy’s certification testing program
September 9, 2009 – Bozeman, MT – Sustainable Oils, a producer of renewable, environmentally clean,
and high-value camelina-based fuels, announced today it has been awarded a contract by the Defense
Energy Support Center (DESC) for 40,000 gallons of camelina-based jet fuel. The fuel will be delivered
to the Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) fuels team in 2009 and will support the Navy’s
certification testing program of alternative fuels. The contract includes an option to supply up to an
additional 150,000 gallons of camelina-based jet fuel.
“This is a substantial endorsement of the years of research and development Sustainable Oils has been
doing to improve camelina as a next generation feedstock,” said Scott Johnson, president of Sustainable
Oils as well as president of the North American Camelina Trade Association. “Our camelina-based biojet
fuel has already performed as well its petroleum counterparts in aviation tests involving a Boeing 747300. We’re expecting similar performance with different, and even more demanding aircraft. I can think
of nothing more appropriate for our nation’s defense aircraft than to be running on domestically-produced
fuel.”
Camelina was selected by the DESC because it does not compete with food crops, has been proven to
reduce carbon emissions by more than 80 percent, and has already been successfully tested in a
commercial airline test flight. In addition, camelina has naturally high oil content, is drought tolerant and
requires less fertilizer and herbicides. It is an excellent rotation crop with wheat, and it can also grow on
marginal land.
Camelina is the most readily available renewable fuel feedstock that meets the Navy’s criteria, with the
ability to scale up acreage to meet demand. The camelina for the contract was primarily grown in 2009
and harvested recently by farmers in Montana. The company also has several field trials in Washington
state.
Sustainable Oils has the largest camelina research program in the nation. The company’s camelina
breeding program began in 2005 and has steadily expanded to include more than 140 trials across North
America from 2005-2009. The company is also evaluating more than 90 breeding populations of
camelina to analyze agronomic and oil qualities and to develop new high-yielding varieties. Sustainable
Oils leverages biotechnology resources from its Seattle-based agricultural biotech parent company
Targeted Growth.
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“This contract reflects the great promise of camelina as a readily-available drop-in replacement
for aviation fuel,” said Johnson. “It also sends a strong message to farmers that there will be a
long term market for camelina oil. We look forward to working with an even larger group of
growers in 2010 to meet the increased demand.”
Camelina has also been proven to significantly reduce carbon emissions in aviation fuel. A life
cycle analysis (LCA) of jet fuel created from camelina conducted at Michigan Tech University in
conjunction with UOP LLC, a Honeywell Company, and Sustainable Oils found that the
renewable fuel reduces carbon emissions by 80 percent compared to petroleum jet fuel.
In January, Sustainable Oils sourced the camelina for Japan Airlines’ historic biojet demonstration flight,
whose biofuel blend was comprised primarily of camelina. In August, camelina again performed under
high-test conditions in a 100 percent blend of fuel powering the Boeing U-787 hydroplane in a series of
demonstration laps at the Seafair Cup in Seattle.
The upcoming Navy tests are part of a larger effort to test and certify promising biofuels in support of the
Navy and Department of Defense’s strategy to enhance energy security and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
"DESC is partnering with the Navy to move this alternative fuel demonstration forward," said Mark Iden,
deputy director of operations for DESC. "This initiative also supports the DoD's desire to meet the intent
and goals of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007."

About the Defense Energy Support Center
The Defense Energy Support Center (DESC) is the Department of Defense’s combat logistics support
agency. It provides the Department of Defense and other governmental agencies with comprehensive
energy solutions in the most effective and efficient manner possible. More information is available at
http://www.desc.dla.mil/.
About Sustainable Oils
Sustainable Oils, Inc. is a producer and marketer of renewable, environmentally clean, and high-value
camelina-based biodiesel. A joint venture between Targeted Growth, Inc., a renewable energy bioscience
company, and Green Earth Fuels, a vertically integrated biodiesel energy company, Sustainable Oils is
focused on the continued research and development of dedicated energy crops such as camelina.
Sustainable Oils solidly supports both agricultural and green energy initiatives with camelina, which is
efficiently and economically grown even on marginal lands, harvested with traditional equipment, and
requires minimal water. More information is available at www.susoils.com.
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